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About this republication
The republished law

This is a republication of the Gas Safety Act 2000 (including any amendment made under the
Legislation Act 2001, part 11.3 (Editorial changes)) as in force on 1 July 2012. It also includes
any commencement, amendment, repeal or expiry affecting this republished law to 1 July 2012.

The legislation history and amendment history of the republished law are set out in endnotes 3
and 4.

Kinds of republications

The Parliamentary Counsel’s Office prepares 2 kinds of republications of ACT laws (see the
ACT legislation register at www.legislation.act.gov.au):

e authorised republications to which the Legislation Act 2001 applies
e unauthorised republications.

The status of this republication appears on the bottom of each page.
Editorial changes

The Legislation Act 2001, part 11.3 authorises the Parliamentary Counsel to make editorial
amendments and other changes of a formal nature when preparing a law for republication.
Editorial changes do not change the effect of the law, but have effect as if they had been made
by an Act commencing on the republication date (see Legislation Act 2001, s 115 and s 117).
The changes are made if the Parliamentary Counsel considers they are desirable to bring the law
into line, or more closely into line, with current legislative drafting practice.

This republication includes amendments made under part 11.3 (see endnote 1).

Uncommenced provisions and amendments

If a provision of the republished law has not commenced, the symbol appears immediately
before the provision heading. Any uncommenced amendments that affect this republished law
are accessible on the ACT legislation register (www.legislation.act.gov.au). For more
information, see the home page for this law on the register.

Modifications

If a provision of the republished law is affected by a current modification, the symbol
appears immediately before the provision heading. The text of the modifying provision appears
in the endnotes. For the legal status of modifications, see the Legislation Act 2001, section 95.

Penalties

At the republication date, the value of a penalty unit for an offence against this law is $110 for
an individual and $550 for a corporation (see Legislation Act 2001, s 133).
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Australian Capital Territory

Gas Safety Act 2000

An Act about safety in relation to the use of gas, and for other purposes
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Part 1 Preliminary
Section 1
Part 1 Preliminary
1 Name of Act

This Act is the Gas Safety Act 2000.
3 Dictionary

The dictionary at the end of this Act is part of this Act.

Note 1 The dictionary at the end of this Act defines certain words and
expressions used in this Act, and includes references (signpost
definitions) to other words and expressions defined elsewhere in this
Act or in other legislation.

For example, the signpost definition ‘gas network—see the Utilities Act
2000, dictionary.” means that the expression ‘gas network’ is defined in
that dictionary and the definition applies to this Act.

Note 2 A definition in the dictionary (including a signpost definition) applies to
the entire Act unless the definition, or another provision of the Act,
provides otherwise or the contrary intention otherwise appears (see
Legislation Act, s 155 and s 156 (1)).

4 Notes
A note included in this Act is explanatory and is not part of this Act.
Note See Legislation Act, s 127 (1), (4) and (5) for the legal status of notes.
5 Meaning of gas safety legislation

This Act is the gas safety legislation.

Note A reference to an Act or statutory instrument includes a reference to the
statutory instruments made or in force under the Act or statutory
instrument (see Legislation Act, s 104).

page 2 Gas Safety Act 2000 R13
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Work safety and standards Part 2
Gasfitting work Division 2.1

Section 8

Part 2 Work safety and standards
Division 2.1 Gasfitting work
8 Standard of work

The responsible gasfitter must ensure that—

(@) the gasfitting work is done safely and in accordance with the
gas safety legislation; and

(b) the examinations and tests required under the gas safety
legislation are done in accordance with the legislation.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

9 Compliance indicators and certificates

(1) As soon as practicable after gasfitting work is completed in
accordance with section 8, the responsible gasfitter must, in
accordance with the regulations—

(@) attach a compliance indicator to the relevant consumer piping
system; and

(b) give a certificate of compliance for the work to each person
prescribed under the regulations.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

(2) For the gas safety legislation, a compliance indicator for gasfitting
work is a plate, label, badge or mark that, when attached to the
relevant consumer piping system—

(@) complies with the gas safety legislation; and

(b) indicates that the system is safe to use and complies with the
gas safety legislation.
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Part 2

Work safety and standards

Division 2.1 Gasfitting work
Section 10
(3) For the gas safety legislation, a certificate of compliance for
gasfitting work is a written statement by the responsible gasfitter
that, when given in relation to the relevant consumer piping
system—
(@) complies with the gas safety legislation; and
(b) certifies that—
(i) the work complies with the gas safety legislation; and
(if) the system, including appliances, is safe to use and
complies with the gas safety legislation.
10 Misuse of compliance indicators etc
(1) A person must not attach a compliance indicator to a consumer
piping system except in accordance with section 9.
Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.
(2) A person must not attach to a consumer piping system anything that
falsely purports to be a compliance indicator.
Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.
11 False certificates of compliance
A person must not give a certificate that falsely purports to be a
certificate of compliance.
Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.
12 Unsafe systems
(1) This section applies if gasfitting work is done in accordance with
section 7 (Work to be done by qualified people) and there are
reasonable grounds for believing that—
(@) the relevant consumer piping system is unsafe; and
page 4 Gas Safety Act 2000 R13
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Work safety and standards Part 2
Appliance work Division 2.2

Section 13

@)

(b) action under this section is necessary to ensure the safety of the
system.

The responsible gasfitter must, as soon as practicable and in
accordance with the regulations—

(@) deal with the system to ensure its safety; and

(b) give notice of the circumstances to each person prescribed
under the regulations.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

Division 2.2 Appliance work

13

Work to be done by accredited people

A person must not do appliance work of a particular kind unless
accredited to do work of that kind.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

14 Standard of work
A person who does appliance work for which the person is
accredited must ensure that—
(@) the work is done safely and in accordance with the gas safety
legislation; and
(b) the examinations and tests required under the gas safety
legislation are done in accordance with the legislation.
Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.
R13 Gas Safety Act 2000 page 5
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Part 3

Section 15

Responsibilities of owners and users

Part 3

15
(1)

@)

3)

16
(1)

Responsibilities of owners and
users

Consumer piping system—owner’s responsibility

The owner of premises on which there is a consumer piping system
must take reasonable steps to ensure that the system is—

(@) in good condition and repair; and
(b) safe to use.
Maximum penalty: 20 penalty units.

Without limiting the operation of subsection (1), a person complies
with that subsection if—

(@) the person relies on, and acts in accordance with, the advice of
a gasfitter; and

(b) itis reasonable in the circumstances to do so.
For this section, the advice of a gasfitter includes—

(@) acompliance indicator attached to the consumer piping system
by the gasfitter; and

(b) a certificate of compliance given by the gasfitter in relation to
the consumer piping system.

Appliances—owner’s responsibility

The owner of an appliance must take reasonable steps to ensure that
the appliance is—

(@) in good condition and repair; and
(b) safe to use.

Maximum penalty: 20 penalty units.

page 6
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Responsibilities of owners and users Part 3

Section 17

(2) Without limiting the operation of subsection (1), a person complies
with that subsection if—

(@) the person relies on, and acts in accordance with—
(i) the manufacturer’s instructions; or

(if) the advice of a gasfitter or a person accredited to do
appliance work; and

(b) it is reasonable in the circumstances to do so.

17 Appliances—user’s responsibility

(1) A person who uses an appliance must take reasonable steps to
ensure that the appliance is used safely.

Maximum penalty: 20 penalty units.

(2) Without limiting the operation of subsection (1), a person complies
with that subsection if—

(@) the person relies on, and acts in accordance with—
(i) the manufacturer’s instructions for safe use; or

(if) the advice of a gasfitter or a person accredited to do
appliance work; and

(b) itis reasonable in the circumstances to do so.

R13 Gas Safety Act 2000 page 7
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Part 4

Regulation of appliances

Division 4.1 General
Section 18
Part 4 Regulation of appliances
Division 4.1 General
18 Definitions for pt 4
In this part:
sell includes—

(@) barter or exchange; and
(b) leton hire; and

(c) offer, expose or advertise for sale, barter, exchange or letting
on hire.

trader means a person who sells appliances in the course of a trade
or business.

19 Public access to records of approved appliances etc
(1) The planning and land authority must keep a record of the following
done under this part:
(@) the appliances approved;
(b) any cancellations of approvals
(c) any appliances prohibited.
(2) The planning and land authority must make the record available for
public inspection during ordinary office hours at—
(@) the office of the planning and land authority; or
(b) another place prescribed under the regulations.
(3) The planning and land authority may make the record available for
public inspection at any other place.
page 8 Gas Safety Act 2000 R13
Effective: 01/07/12-29/03/15 01/07/12

Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel—also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



Regulation of appliances Part 4
Approved appliances Division 4.2

Section 20

Division 4.2 Approved appliances

20
(1)

(@)

21
(1)

@)

Approval declared by regulations

The regulations may declare appliances of a stated kind to be
approved.

For subsection (1), the regulations may apply, adopt or incorporate
(with or without change) an instrument, or a provision of an
instrument, as in force from time to time.

Note 1 A statutory instrument may also apply, adopt or incorporate (with or
without change) a law or instrument (or a provision of a law or
instrument) as in force at a particular time (see Legislation Act,
S 47 (1)).

Note 2 If a statutory instrument applies, adopts or incorporates a law or
instrument (or a provision of a law or instrument), the law, instrument
or provision may be taken to be a notifiable instrument that must be
notified under the Legislation Act (see s 47 (2)-(6)).

Approval by planning and land authority

The planning and land authority may, on application, approve
appliances of a stated kind if satisfied that—

(@) the relevant examinations and tests required under the gas
safety legislation have been done; and

(b) appliances of that kind comply with the relevant requirements
of the gas safety legislation.

The planning and land authority may not approve appliances of a
kind prohibited under this Act, another law of the Territory or a
corresponding law.

R13
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Part 4

Regulation of appliances

Division 4.2 Approved appliances
Section 22
22 Applications for approval

(1) An application for approval must be made to the planning and land
authority.

Note If a form is approved under s 68 for an application, the form must be
used.

(2) The planning and land authority may, by written notice given to an
applicant, require the applicant to—

(@) give the authority further stated information or documents; or
(b) make available to the authority stated material, including an
appliance typical of the kind to which the application relates;
that the authority reasonably requires to decide the application.
Note For how documents may be given, see Legislation Act, pt 19.5.
23 Cancellation etc

(1) The planning and land authority may cancel an approval under
section 21 (Approval by planning and land authority) for appliances
of a particular kind if satisfied that—

(@) information supplied with the application for approval was
false or misleading in a material particular; or
(b) appliances of that kind have been found—
(i) not to comply with the gas safety legislation; or
(if) to be unsafe to use.

(2) The planning and land authority must give the applicant for
approval written notice of the cancellation, setting out the reasons
for the cancellation.

(3) An approval under section 21 for appliances of a particular kind
ceases to have effect if—

(@) appliances of that kind become prohibited; or
page 10 Gas Safety Act 2000 R13
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Regulation of appliances Part 4
Approved appliances Division 4.2

Section 24

(b) a direction under section 29 (2) (Directions about unsafe
appliances) is in force in respect of appliances of that kind.

24 Unapproved appliances not to be sold or used

(1) A person must not, without reasonable excuse, sell an appliance that
is not approved.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

(2) A person must not (whether directly or by an agent), without
reasonable excuse, connect an appliance that is not approved to a
consumer piping system.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

(3) A person must not, without reasonable excuse, use an appliance that
is not approved for a purpose that involves the use of gas.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

(4) This section does not apply in circumstances prescribed under the
regulations.

25 Compliance indicators to be attached

(1) A trader must not, without reasonable excuse, sell an appliance if a
compliance indicator is not attached to the appliance in accordance
with the regulations.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

(2) For the gas safety legislation, a compliance indicator for an
appliance is a plate, label, badge or mark that, when attached to an
appliance—

(@) complies with the gas safety legislation or a corresponding
law; and
R13 Gas Safety Act 2000 page 11
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Part 4

Division 4.2

Section 26

Regulation of appliances
Approved appliances

26

(3)

(4)

1)

(@)

(3)

(b) indicates that the appliance is safe to use and complies with the
gas safety legislation or a corresponding law.

Subsection (1) does not apply if—

(@) the trader believed on reasonable grounds that the appliance
was not capable of being used as an appliance; and

(b) the sale was made on the basis that the appliance could not be
used as an appliance.

Subsection (1) does not apply to—
(@) asecond-hand appliance; or

(b) an appliance within 6 months after it becomes an approved
appliance.

Misuse of compliance indicators etc

A person must not attach a compliance indicator to an appliance
except in accordance with the regulations.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

A person must not attach a compliance indicator to an appliance that
is not approved.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

A person must not attach to an appliance anything that falsely
purports to be a compliance indicator.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.
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Regulation of appliances Part 4
Prohibited and unsafe appliances Division 4.3

Section 27

Division 4.3 Prohibited and unsafe appliances

27
(1)

@)

3)

(4)

()

28
(1)

Prohibited appliances

The planning and land authority may, in writing, prohibit the sale or
installation of appliances of a stated kind.

The planning and land authority may act under subsection (1) only if
satisfied that—

(@) appliances of that kind are, or are likely to become, unsafe to
use because of their design or construction; and

(b) the use of an appliance of that kind involves, or would involve,
a risk of death or injury to a person or damage to property.

A prohibition is a notifiable instrument.
Note A notifiable instrument must be notified under the Legislation Act.

The planning and land authority must also publish notice of each
prohibition in a daily newspaper.

If an appliance approved under section 20 (Approval declared by
regulations) or section 21 (Approval by planning and land authority)
becomes prohibited, the approval ceases to have effect when the
prohibition takes effect.

Prohibited appliances not to be sold or used

A person must not, without reasonable excuse, sell an appliance that
is prohibited.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

R13
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Part 4
Division 4.3

Section 29

Regulation of appliances
Prohibited and unsafe appliances

@)

(3)

4)

29
(1)

(@)

A person must not (whether directly or by an agent), without
reasonable excuse, connect an appliance that is prohibited to a
consumer piping system.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

A person must not, without reasonable excuse, use an appliance that
is prohibited for a purpose that involves the use of gas.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

This section does not apply in circumstances prescribed under the
regulations.

Directions about unsafe appliances

This section applies if the planning and land authority is satisfied
that—

(@) atrader has for sale, or may have sold, an appliance; and

(b) the appliance is prohibited, does not comply with the gas safety
legislation or is, for any reason, unsafe.

The planning and land authority may give the trader a written
direction to do any of the following:

(a) advertise, in a way stated in the direction, warnings approved
by the authority about the risks associated with the use of the
appliance;

(b) refrain from selling the appliance;
(c) recall an appliance sold and—

(i) take action stated in the direction to make the appliance
safe to use and compliant with the gas safety legislation;
or

page 14
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Regulation of appliances Part 4
Prohibited and unsafe appliances Division 4.3

Section 30

3)

(4)

(i) if it is not practicable to act in compliance with
subparagraph (i) or the trader chooses not to take such
action—refund to the purchaser the purchase price of the
appliance.

Note For how documents may be given, see Legislation Act, pt 19.5.
A direction to recall an appliance may require the trader—

(@) to give written notice of the recall to people to whom the trader
sold, or may have sold, an appliance to which the direction
relates; or

(b) to publish a notice of the recall in a daily newspaper.

A trader must not, without reasonable excuse, contravene a direction
given to the trader under this section.

Maximum penalty: 200 penalty units.

30 Publication of safety warnings

(1) The planning and land authority may publish warnings or
information to increase public awareness about risks associated with
the use of appliances.

(2) Without limiting the operation of subsection (1), the planning and
land authority may publish statements containing advice about the
use of—

(@) a prohibited appliance; or
(b) an appliance to which a direction under section 29 applies.
(3) A person is not personally liable for conduct done honestly and
without recklessness—
(@) in the exercise of a function under this section; or
(b) in the reasonable belief that the conduct was in the exercise of
a function under this section.
R13 Gas Safety Act 2000 page 15
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Part 4 Regulation of appliances
Division 4.3 Prohibited and unsafe appliances

Section 30

(4) Any liability that would, apart from this section, attach to the person
attaches instead to the Territory.

(5) In this section:

conduct means an act or an omission to do an act.

page 16 Gas Safety Act 2000 R13
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Serious gas accidents Part 5

Section 31

Part 5

31

32

1)

(@)

(3)

(4)

Serious gas accidents

Definitions—pt 5
In this part:

NERL retailer means a person who holds a retailer authorisation
under the National Energy Retail Law (ACT).

relevant supplier, in relation to a serious gas accident, means—

(@) the NERL retailer that supplies gas to the premises at which
the accident occurred; or

(b) the entity licensed to distribute gas for supply to the premises.

Reporting by occupiers and gasfitters etc

The occupier of premises at which a serious gas accident occurs
must tell each relevant supplier about the accident, by telephone,
immediately after becoming aware of it.

If a serious gas accident occurs in relation to a consumer piping
system, or an appliance, on which a person is working, the person
must tell each relevant supplier about the accident, by telephone,
immediately after becoming aware of it.

A person must not, without reasonable excuse, contravene
subsection (1) or (2).

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

Without limiting the operation of subsection (3), it is a reasonable
excuse for a contravention of subsection (1) or (2) to believe on

reasonable grounds that the relevant supplier had been told about the
accident.

R13
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Part 5 Serious gas accidents

Section 33

33 Reporting by relevant supplier
A relevant supplier that becomes aware of the occurrence of a
serious gas accident must not fail, without reasonable excuse, to tell
the planning and land authority about the accident, by telephone,
immediately after becoming aware of it.
Maximum penalty: 500 penalty units.

34 Interference with site of serious gas accident

(1) A person must not, without reasonable excuse, disturb or interfere
with the site of a serious gas accident before it has been inspected by
an inspector, except—

(@) to make it safe; or

(b) with the permission of an inspector.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units, imprisonment for 6 months or
both.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to disturbance or interference by the
person—

(@) except where paragraph (b) applies—more than 24 hours after
the accident; or
(b) if, within the 24 hours, the planning and land authority extends
the period and tells the person of the extension—after the
extended period expires.
35 Publication of report of serious gas accident

(1) The planning and land authority may publish a report about a
serious gas accident in the interest of public safety.

(2) A person is not personally liable for an honest act or omission in
relation to the exercise or purported exercise of a function under this
section.
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Serious gas accidents Part 5

Section 35

(3) Subsection (2) does not affect any liability that the Territory would
have, but for the operation of subsection (2), in relation to the act or
omission.

R13 Gas Safety Act 2000 page 19
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Part 6

Division 6.1

Section 36

Enforcement
General

Part 6

Enforcement

Division 6.1 General

36

38

1)

Definitions for pt 6
In this part:

business premises means premises in which a business, trade,
profession or calling is carried on, other than a part used for
residential purposes.

connected—a thing is connected with an offence if—

(@) the offence has been committed in relation to it; or

(b) it will provide evidence of the commission of the offence; or
(c) itwas used, or is intended to be used, to commit the offence.

offence includes an offence that there are reasonable grounds for
believing has been, is being, or will be committed.

Planning and land authority may require information and
documents

If the planning and land authority is satisfied that a person is capable
of providing information or producing a document that the authority
reasonably requires for the gas safety legislation, the authority may,
by written notice given to the person, require the person—

(@) to give the information to the authority in writing signed by the
person or, in the case of a corporation, by an officer of the
corporation; or

(b) to produce the document to the authority.

Note For how documents may be given, see Legislation Act, pt 19.5.
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Enforcement Part 6
General Division 6.1

Section 39

)

3)

39

40
(1)

The notice must state—

(@) the place at which the information or document is to be given
or produced to the planning and land authority; and

(b) the time at which, or the period within which, the information
or document is to be given or produced.

If a document is produced in accordance with a requirement under
subsection (1), the planning and lan