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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
FOR THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

(As presented) 

(Attorney-General) 

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill 
1996 

A BILL 
FOR 

An Act to amend the Freedom of Information Act 
1989 

The Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory enacts as 
follows: 

Short title 
1. This Act may be cited as the Freedom of Information (Amendment) 

5 Act 1996. 

Commencement 
2. This Act commences on the day on which it is notified in the 

Gazette. 

Principal Act 
10 3. In this Act, "Pnncipal Act" means the Freedom of Information Act 

1989.1 
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Interpretation 
4. Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended— 

(a) by omitting paragiaph (c) fiom the definition of "prescribed 
authority" in subsection (1) and substituting the following 

5 paragraph: 

"(e) a Territory owned corporation or a subsidiary within the 
meaning of the Temtory Owned Corporations Act 
1990;\ 

( b) by adding at the end of paragraph (a) of the definition of "principal 
10 officer" in subsection (1) "or", 

(c) by omitting from paragraph (b) of the definition of "principal 
officer" in subsection (1) "other than ACTEW Corporation 
Limited", 

(d) by omitting from suhparagiaph (b) (i) of the definition of 
15 "principal officer" in subsection (1) "or" (last occurring); 

(e) by inserting aftci subparagraph (b) (I) of the definition of 
"principal officer" in subsection (1) the following subparagraph: 

"(ia) in the case of a Territory owned corporation or a 
subsidiary within the meaning of the Territory Owned 

20 Coipointions Act ]990—the chief executive officer of the 
corpoiation oi subsidiary, or"; 

(f) by omitting from subparagraph (b) (ii) of the definition of 
"principal officer" in subsection (1) "or" (last occurring); and 

(g) by omitting paragiaph (c) of the definition of "principal officer" in 
25 subsection (1) 

Exemption of certain bodies 
5. Section 6 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting at the 

beginning the following. 

"(1) A Temtory owned corpoiation or a subsidiary within the meaning 
30 of the Territory Owned Corpoi citions Act 1990 is exempt from the operation 

of this Act in relation to documents in respect of its competitive commercial 
activities. 

"(2)". 

Certain documents to be available for inspection and purchase 
35 6. Section 8 of the Principal Act is amended— 

i 
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(a) by omitting from suhsection (5) "The report of the Minister under 
section 79" and substituting "A report of a responsible Minister 
under subsection 79 (2)"; and 

(b) by omitting from subsection (5) "agencies" and substituting "each 
5 agency for which that Ministei has responsibility". 

Internal review 
7. Section 59 of the Principal Act is amended— 

(a) by omitting from paragraph (1) (a) "or" (last occurring); and 

(b) by omitting paragraph (1) (b) and substituting the following 
10 paragraphs: 

"(b) a decision, in relation to a charge (not being an 
application fee) in respect of a request for access to a 
document or in respect of the provision of access to a 
document— 

15 0) that the applicant is liable to pay the charge; 

(n) as to the amount of the charge; or 

(iii) not to remit all or part of the charge; or 

(c) a decision not to remit all or part of an application fee in 
respect of an application under subsection 14 (1) or 

20 under this subsection;". 

Applications to Tribunal 
8. Section 60 of the Principal Act is amended by omitting paragraph 

(1) (c) and substituting the following paragraph: 

"(c) a decision of the kind referred to in paragraph 59 (1) (b) or (c).". 

25 Reports to Legislative Assembly 
9. Section 79 of the Principal Act is amended— 

(a) by omitting paragraph (1) (b) and substituting the following 
paragraph: 

"(b) cause that rcpoi I to be included in the report referred to in 
30 section 7 ot the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) 

Act 1995 in respect of the administrative unit having 
responsibility foi this Act."; 

(b) by omitting subsections (2) and (3) and substituting the following 
subsections: 

35 "(2) Each responsible Minister shall— 
3 
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(a) as soon as practicable after 30 June in each year, prepare 
a rcpoit on the opcialion of this Act in relation to that 
Ministers oflicial documents and in relation to each 
agency loi which that Minister is responsible, during the 

5 year ended on thai 30 June, and 

(b) cause that icpoii to be laid before the Legislative 
Assembly within the period within which a report under 
section 7 of the Annual Reports (Government Agencies) 
Act 1995 lelating to a reporting period ending on that 30 

10 June must be laid before the Legislative Assembly. 

"(3) Each responsible Minister shall, in relation to that 
Minister's official documents and in relation to each agency for 
which that Ministei is responsible, give to the Minister, on or 
before the date specified by the Minister, such information as the 

15 Minister requiics for the prcpaiation of a report under subsection 
(1). 

"(3A) A repoi t undei subsection (1) shall set out— 

(a) the number of lequcsts under section 18 for access to 
documents received during the year by each agency and 

20 each responsible Minister; 

(b) the number ol requests under section 48 for the 
amendment of peisonal records received during the year 
by each agency and each responsible Minister; 

(c) the numbei of requests under section 18 for access to 
25 documents, and the number of requests under section 48 

for the amendment of personal records, received during 
the yeai by each agency and each responsible Minister, in 
relation to which a decision was notified— 

(i) less than 31 days; 

30 (n) not less than 31 days and not more than 45 days; 

(in) not less than 46 days and not more than 60 days; 

(iv) not less than 61 days and not more than 90 days; 

01 

(v) more than 90 days; 

35 aftei the day on which the request was received by or on 
behalf ot the agency oi Minister; 

(d) an identification of the guidelines, if any, issued during 
die year in relation to the manner in which agencies or 
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responsible Ministcis should comply with their 
obhgations under this Act; and 

(e) a description of any other efforts to assist agencies or 
responsible Ministers to comply with their obligations 

5 under this Act ", 

(c) by omitting from subsection (4) all the words from and including 
"Without" to and including "'shall" and substituting "A report 
under subsection (2) shall"; 

(d) by omitting from paragraph (4) (a) all the words from and 
10 including "of each agency" to and including "Minister" (last 

occurring) and substituting "of the agency and responsible 
Minister under this Act during the year, including"; 

(e) by omitting paiagraphs (4) (b) and (c); and 

(f) by omitting subsection (6). 

NOTE 

Principal Act 
1. Repnnted as at 31 lanuary 1995 See also Acts Nos 7 and 25, 1995; No. 17, 1996. 
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