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SCHEDULE 

PUBLIC PLACE NAMES 2002, NO. 21 (Street Nomenclature - Gungahlin) 

Division of Gungahlin: Australian Industrialists and Aspects of Industry, 
Gungahlin Pioneers  

NAME 
 

ORIGIN 
 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 

Farley Lane Joseph Nicholas 
Farley (1938-1996) 

Sugar Industry.   

Joe Farley made a significant contribution to the 
advancement of the Australian Sugar Industry.  On 
retirement from the United States Air Force Joe moved 
to Australia and began a career with the Australian 
Sugar Industry. He was appointed general manager of 
the Australian Cane Farmers Association in 1988. 
 
He edited The Australian Sugar Digest, a fortnightly 
journal, playing an influential but responsible role in the 
shaping of opinions on sugar production. 
 

Frances Burke 
Street 

Frances Burke MBE  
(1907-1994) 

Textile and Retail Industry. 
 
Frances Burke was born in Melbourne, Victoria.  
Frances became one of Australia’s most influential 
fabric designers and retailers. 
 
In 1948 Frances established her famous Melbourne 
shop New Design selling furnishings, fabrics and 
domestic utensils designed in a modernist style.  Her 
innovative designs, colours and use of Aboriginal 
motifs gained her international recognition. 
 
She was commissioned to design interiors of hospitals 
in Melbourne, the govenor-general'’s residence in 
Canberra, Australian high commissions in Washington 
and Paris and a resort at Hayman Island. 
 
In 1947-48 Frances became a founding member of the 
Society of Designers for Industry.  This organisation 
evolved into the Design Institute of Australia. 
 
Frances was awarded an MBE (1970) and an 
honorary doctorate (RMIT) in 1987 for her services in 
design. 
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Helen Turner 
Street 

Helen Alma Newton 
Turner (1908-1995) 

Sheep Industry 

Helen Turner was born 15 May 1908 and educated in 
Sydney, NSW.  Turner was one of the world’s leading 
authorities on sheep genetics and worked with the 
CSIRO for over 40 years.  From 1956-73 she was Senior 
Principal Research Scientist in the Division of Animal 
Genetics and led the CSIRO sheep genetics research 
team.   

She received the Coronation Medal 1953, the Farrer 
Memorial Medal 1974, FAO Ceres Medal 1980 and the 
Rotary Medal for Vocational Excellence in 1985. 
 

James Kirk 
Street 

James Frank Kirk 
AO AC  
(1920-1997) 

Oil Industry.   

James Frank Kirk was born in Newcastle, NSW.  James 
left high school at 16 and later spent some time at a local 
business college.   

James joined the staff of Esso and by 1951 he was their 
retail sales manager.  In 1977 James was appointed 
chairman and chief executive of Esso. James worked 
with the company for nearly 50 years.   

He was planning to retire when he accepted the position 
of chairman and chief executive of the Australian 
Bicentenial Authority.  He became a champion of the 
environment as chairman of the Landcare Australia 
Limited. 

James was awarded the AO in 1985 and the AC in 1988. 

Kable Lane Henry Kable  

(1763-1846) 

Sealing and Whaling Industries 

Born in England, Henry Kable was transported in 1788 for 
burglary.  Two weeks after the first fleet arrived, he and 
Susannah Holmes became the first couple to marry in 
Australia.  He soon became an overseer and by 1800 he 
was involved in a successful shipbuilding enterprise with 
James Underwood.  Together they became pioneers of 
the sealing and whaling industries.  By exporting skins 
and oil to Canton and London and by other trading 
ventures they soon became vastly wealthy. 

............................ 
Delegate's Initials 

This is Page Two of Six of the Schedule to the Instrument signed by the Delegate of the 
Minister on the 9th day of December 2002. 

Anna AnderbergHewitt
Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel–also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



SCHEDULE 

PUBLIC PLACE NAMES 2002, NO. 21 (Street Nomenclature - Gungahlin) 

Division of Gungahlin: Australian Industrialists and Aspects of Industry, 
Gungahlin Pioneers  

NAME 
 

ORIGIN 
 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 

Maher Lane Harold Pius Maher 
(1903-1997) 

Milk Industry.   

Harold Maher was a pioneer of the milk products 
industry in NSW and the ACT.  He instigated the 
formation of the Reisdale Rural Co-operative Society.  
His Reisdale cheddar cheese was highly acclaimed 
because of its excellent quality and unique taste.   

In 1958 he moved to the ACT at the request of the 
Canberra Dairy Farmers Co-op Ltd because of his 
expert knowledge of milk and milk products.  He was in 
charge of the laboratory until his retirement in 1973. 

Maria Smith Lane Maria Ann Smith 
(1799-1870) 

Primary Industry.  Cultivated the Granny Smith Apple.   

Maria Ann Sherwood was born in the Parish of 
Peasmarsh, Sussex, England.  Maria married Thomas 
Smith in 1818 settling in Beckley for the next 19 years, 
during which time Maria bore 8 children. 

In 1838 the Smiths and several other families were 
recruited by government agents looking for people with 
agricultural and trade skills which were sorely needed 
in the colony of New South Wales. They arrived in 
Sydney in 1838 aboard the Lady Nugent.  

In 1855 Thomas Smith bought 24 acres in Eastwood, 
NSW to begin their orchard farm, specialising in 
seedling apples.  In 1868 Maria developed the Granny 
Smith Apple from the remains of some French crab 
apples grown in Tasmania. 

By 1892 many growers were exhibiting 'Granny 
Smith's'.  In 1895 the NSW Department of Agriculture 
named 'Granny Smith's Seedling' as a suitable variety 
for export and iniated the first large scale cultivation of 
the apple at the Government Experimental Station in 
Bathurst. 

............................ 
Delegate's Initials 

This is Page Three of Six of the Schedule to the Instrument signed by the Delegate the 
Minister on the 9th day of December 2002. 

Anna AnderbergHewitt
Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel–also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



SCHEDULE 
PUBLIC PLACE NAMES 2002, NO. 21 (Street Nomenclature - Gungahlin) 
Division of Gungahlin: Australian Industrialists and Aspects of Industry, 
Gungahlin Pioneers  
NAME 
 

ORIGIN 
 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 

Noblet Gardens Max ‘Nobby’ 
Noblet  
(1913-1995) 

Nut Industry.   

Max Noblet transformed his mobile stall along with his 
famous catch cry "Nibble Nobby's Nuts" to a nationwide nut-
processing business. 

His interest in nuts began during his time serving in the 
Middle East and New Guinea in World War II.  He would 
roast peanuts on a small sheet of metal. 

After selling his nut business several decades later he 
moved his interests into the hotel industry. 

Phyllis Ashton 
Circuit 

Phyllis Ashton 
OAM (1918-
2000) 

Entertainment Industry 

Phyllis Ashton was born in Melbourne, Victoria. Her mother, 
Dorothea Walker, had performed on the tight-wire the night 
before she was born.  Phyllis’  whole life was devoted to the 
circus.  She was known as the Queen of Australian Circus.   

Along with her husband, Doug Ashton, Phyllis was proprietor 
of Ashton’s Circus.  The circus was founded in 1851 by 
James Henry Ashton and is one of the longest continuous 
running circus’ in the English speaking world. 

Phyllis and her husband were awarded the medal of the 
Order of Australia in 1996 for service to the entertainment 
industry and charitable organisations. 

Resch Lane Edmund Resch 
(1847-1923) 

Brewing Industry 

Born in Germany, Edmund Resch arrived in Australia in 
1863.  After mining in Victoria until 1871 he moved to NSW 
where, with a mate, he became the first to strike copper at 
Cobar.   

In 1877 he bought a cordial factory at Wilcannia.  Business 
flourished and in 1879, with his brother Richard, he opened 
the Lion Brewery.  By 1885 they had branches in two other 
towns and had built an enviable reputation as skilful brewers. 

In 1895 Edmund moved to Sydney and purchased another 
brewery.  By 1904 Reschs ales, beers and stout had 
captured much of the State's market and Edmund had 
become extremely wealthy.   
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Risson Street Sir Robert Risson  
(-1992) 

Transport Industry.   

Sir Robert was chair of the Melbourne Metropolitan 
Tramways Board from 1949 to 1970.  In this role he 
was instrumental in saving Melbourne's tram services 
from being overtaken by bus services.   

His considerable influence during a difficult period in 
Melbourne's transport history led to the continued 
operation of this unique public transport system in 
Melbourne.   

The City's trams are now seen by many as an icon, 
which is far removed from their image during the 
1950s and 1960s.  

Rubinstein Street Helena Rubinstein 
(1870-1965) 

Cosmetic Industry. 

Helena Rusinstein was born in Cracow, and came to 
Australia in 1894.  In 1902 she opened her first salon in 
Melbourne and began marketing face creams based 
on formulas she had learned in Europe.  She made 
12,000 pounds in the first two years and with 
remarkable speed established an international 
business empire based on "cold cream and dreams". 

In 1957 she established the Helena Rubinstein 
Travelling Art Scholarship in Australia and donated 
generously to various causes. 

At her death her business empire was said to be worth 
more than $60 million. 

Stride Lane Douglas William 
Stride AO 

(1911-1995) 

Banking Industry.   

Douglas Stride was Managing Director of former 
Commercial Bank of Australia 1971-1978. He worked 
for the bank for 50 years.  After retiring from the bank 
he was appointed chairman of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation in January 1979.  He was a very 
generous benefactor of many organisations helping 
needy people. 

In 1978 he was awarded the Order of Australia for his 
distinguished services in banking. 
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Wunderlich 
Street 

Ernest Julius 
Wunderlich  

(1859-1945) 

Construction Industry 

Ernest Wunderlich was born in Islington, England.  He 
arrived in Sydney in 1885.   

Ernest was chairman and a director of Wunderlich Ltd 
from its formation in 1908 until his death in 1945. The 
firm, which had branches in all States and in 
Wellington, New Zealand, specialised in terracotta 
products, at first all imported but from 1910 also 
produced at the Wunderlich works at Brunswick, 
Melbourne. 

Zeidler Street Sir David Zeidler 
CBE FAA FTSE  

(1918-1998) 

Chemical Industry and industrial research. 

David Zeidler was a pioneer of Australia's chemical 
industry and industrial research. His distinguished 
career included managerial posts with the CSIRO in 
research, development, dyes and fabrics and seven 
years as company Chairman and Managing Director 
with ICI Australia. 

Sir David recognised the enormous potential 
petrochemicals offered ICI Australia. The company 
was one of the first in the world to make PVC from 
ethylene.  It also became a world leader in developing 
ethylene oxide, Australian explosives and water-based 
paints. 

After retirement, Sir David served on boards of a wide 
range of leading business, industry, research and 
community organisations. With Sir Ian McLennan of 
BHP he set up the Australian Academy for Technical 
Sciences for leaders in science, technology and 
industrial development, enabling contact with overseas 
counterparts. 

In 1971 he was awarded a CBE for services to 
industry, science and education, and in 1980 was 
made a Knight Bachelor, for services to industry.  
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