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GOVERNMENT A1UENDNIENTS TO THE
1VORKERS COI\IPENSATION AMENDIUENT BILL 2OOO

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDU]VI

CLAUSE 5 SIJBSTITUTION

Nerv Section 6C Compensation for Personal Injury

Th"is section prorides that subject to particular provisions rvithin the section a rvorker
s'ho sufiers personal injury arising out of, or in the course ol-, rhe rvorker's
etrtplo\'ment the rvorker is enriiled to compensation. Horvever. u ith respect to ciisease
a u,orker w4rr.t sufiers an ir,lury that is caused by a diseass nust be abie to establish a
causai relationship bet\r 'eelt the disease aud their ernpiolrnent. Ttrat is to say, the
ltrrker's emnlo;.rrtent lr. lust ha\. 'e sul>stantialir,corriribuled tc the injur., '(t l 're Cisease)
lbr it to be an injur_u- rvilhin the meaning of rhe Act.

' ihis 
srrctirx alsc esiablishes ihat an in-jur1'suffered panl1.', or con.ipletell ' , because of a

prc-e.. ' isti ire diseased iieaLr t 'alvc, cor.olrar): artery r.i isease, aontc aneiirisnr or cerebral
attc'.tr isrn. is oull a ! ' iork-related in.1un' if lh* '.r 'orker's :nrplo_t-ment sutrstantiail l '
contriLrures to lhc in|ur1..

Correct ion to 6{ .

' l ' ir; 
s; ':: ion irr: itr ir.-rs.i f;Ci,lt(c) rvas nunlbered ir. i.- i)n'ecii;,. It i :; uo'rr,.coirectl l,,

n'.u.i.,bere,l 6Ct I it b j.

CL. \LSTi  14 P. \RT'2A IS O}I IT 'TED A\D ST- IJSI 'T ' I 'UI 'Et} .

Nel' Sections l5 \, B. C, I), ! l  Yccatiirnii l  rr. 'halri l i tatir ie

l-ire;e scciions deli i r. ' ' i t ir Llre cr)nceot ancl iretining of vog3.ii1.113l rchabil i ia:iotr. 
-Llis

rici lon is a kci elemcnt in ciranging lhe tbcr-rs anr.i nattrc oith,: sclreme.

-[ ' ir i .; 
antcr',dilcni sr-i lrs'. i tute:; t l ' ,c term vocutiorit i l  reiraining witl i  vocatiolial

rcli i i ' t l i l i latitn. as \jocatiL)Il l i  rehabil itation is t lre lein r... ' ir icir is corirnionlv understooii.

CI- . {LST, ]5 I {ECUI,ATION-} . IAh: I } iGPOl\ ! ,R

Sr-ction lf i is arn;nJeC',o increase the scLrpe o{'t i ie ;\ct 's ie,:.uiaiioil t lahi;rg po.rver.
This Gol'cmment anendment enables rl ie reguiatioi.rs to arbitrai-: orr nralters alrC
cLtesttctrs aristng undcr this Act. inclucin'r '.11e exclusion. or rr:cdii ication ': i  the
(-.,Lr t. nt e r c ia 1,.1 r b i t t ' i t  t i  c ri,1 c i ! 9 S 5 .
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CLAUSE 27

fiew Definitions

NEW DICTIONARY

S{eaning of Substan tial, Yocational Rehabilitation

Section 2A defines what an injury is for the purposes of this Act. Importantl,v, injury
means a physical or melttal injury or a disease. There is now a test of substantial
contribution attached to injuries caused by disease. The purpose ofthis change is to
create a causal relationship between the r.vorkers ernploynent and the contraction oia
disease for the disease to be considered an injury within the meaning of the Acr. For
the purposes o[this Act, substantial means real, actual or material and is now defined
in the Dictionary at section 1A.

The Section lA Dictionary is arnended to substitute the tem vocetional retrainin-g
rvith vocational rehabi litation, where appropri ate.

CLAUSE 29 LL\IITATION ACT I985

Cla'.rse 19 insens an amendment into the Limitation Act 1935. numbered as section
16A. The antendtlent sets out the time iimit for a clairn tbr danrages at couimon lal
in relatiou to a personal ialury. The period in which a claini ma1'be fi ied l ias been
redticed tiom 6 rvears to 3 y'ears.
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