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MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL (NO.3) 1993 

Supplementary Explimatory Memorandum ' 

Amendments to be moved on behalf of the Government 

'f:!1e Motor Traffic (Amendment) Bill (No.3) 1993 : 

The MDtDr Traffic (Amendment) Bill (ND.3) 1993 ("the-Bill") amends the prDvisiDns .of 

the Motor Traffic Act 1936 ("the Act") tD intrDduce a new system .of grC).duated driving 

licences and a system for demerit pDints'tD be recorded in relatiDn tD licences. 

The Government Amendments 

The GDvernment amendments alter the provisiDns .of the Bill relating tD the granting .of 

a provisiDnal Dr full licence tD drive a public'mDtDr vehicle, a private hire car Dr a 

licensed gDDds mDtDr vehicle. The Bill prDhibits the Registrar .of MDtDr Vehicles from 

. gra,nting such a licence tD a persDn unl,ess the persDn prDvides the Registrar with a 

certificate .of gDDd character signed by at least tWD persDns .of good repute. 

The GDvernment amendments, instead, give the Registrar a discretiDn tD refuse such a 

licence where such a certificate .of good character is nDt provided. This change will 

enable the Registrar tD exercise his Dr her judgement cDncerning when it is apprDpriate 

tD require such a certificate frDm an applicant. ' 

As the Registrar's pDwer tD refuse a licence .on the grounds that nD such certificate has 

, ,been provided is made discretiDnary by the amendments the GDvernment amendments 

alSD include a change tD the prDvisiDns relating tD appeal rights which will enable a 

, persDn WhD is refused a licence because he Dr she has failed t.o prDvide a certificate .of 

gDDd character t.o seek a review .of the decisiDn by the ACT Administrative Appeals 
,T~ibunal. . , ' . 

Details ofthe amendments are included in the Attachment. 
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Attachment 

Amendment 1 - Clause 6 

Amendment 1 amends clause 6.of the Bill by s~bstituting the word "may" for the word. 

"shall" in proposed new subsection 9B(19). As a result, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles 

will not be prohibited from granting a provisional licence to drive a public motor 

vehicle, a private hire car ora licensed goods motor vehicle where the applicant for 

such a licence fails to provide a certificate of good character signed by at least two 

persons of good repute .. Instead the Registrar is given a discretion to refuse a licence 

where the applicant fails to supply such a certifiCate to the Reg.istrar .. 

Amendment 2 - Clause 6 

Amendment 2 makes a simila~ change to clause 6 of the Bill in respect of an application 

for a full licence to drive a public motor vehicle,.a private hire car or a licensed goods 

motor vehicle,. by replacing the word "shall" with the word "may" in proposed new 

. subsection 10(16). 

Amendments 3 and 4 - Paragraph 34(a) 

Amendments 3 and 4 amend paragraph 34(a) of the Bill, which amends Schedule 7 to 

the Act, which details decisions in respect of which a person may appeal to the 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal. 

The amendments insert two new items in Schedule 7 enabling an applicant for a 

provisional or full licence to drive a public motor vehicle, a private hire car or a 

licensed goods motor vehicle, who is refused the grant of suCh a licence by the. 

Registrar, to appeal against the Registrar'S decision to the Administrative Appeals 

Tribunal. 
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