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TRADE ME,ASUREMEI{T (WEIGHBRIDGES) REGT'LATIONS

GENERAT OUTLINE

These regulations are made under section
Measurement  Act  1991 ( the Act) .  They are
package of uniform legislat ion introduced
Commonwealth-State-Territory Agreement. on

81 of the Trade
part of the
pursuant to the
Uniform Trade

to which theMeasurement Legislation and Administration
ACT became s ignatory in  1990.

The regulations prescribe reguirements for weighbridges
used for  t rade,  mat ters  re la t ing to  cer t i f icates of
su i tab i l i ty  o f  weighbr idges,  mat ters  re la t ing to
weighbridge l icences and other related matters.

NOTES ON REGULATIONS

Regulations 1 to 2 make provision for the t i t le and the
commencement of the regulations when the relevant
provisions of the Act commence.

Regulation
used in the

Regulation
applying to

Regulations
relating to
weighbridges

3 sets  out  the def in i t ion of  var ious terms
regulat ions.

ensures that other regulations general ly
measuring instruments continue to apply.

5 to 14 set out a range of requirements
physica l  or  s t ructura l  aspects  of
. A weighbridge must

be situated so that vehicles can freely move on
and off without turning and be protected from
the e lements;

enable a clear view of vehicles and of the
indicator  o f  mass by operators;

have an approach of hard durable surface, level
wi th  the weighing p lat form for  a  speci f ied
distance and so arranged that the approach does
not permit drainage into the pit;

have platforms of steel or other approved
material and guard rai ls to prevent vehicles
moving off sideways (unless exempted by the
Superintendent of Trade Measurement) ;

i f  i t  has a p i t ,  have a p i t  wi th  speci f ied
clearances from the platform enabling free
movement of and access to the platform and
underwork and with proper drainage;

Anna AnderbergHewitt
Authorised by the ACT Parliamentary Counsel–also accessible at www.legislation.act.gov.au



4

if i t  does not have a pit,  have adequate
clearances as specif ied and adeguate drainage
and protection from the elements;

i f  i t  is  a  mul t i -p la t form weighbr idge,  must
have non-sensit ive space between platforms less
than 2 metres, must have a visual summing
indicator and must not have platforms that
in ter fere wi th  each other 's  operat ion;  and

i f  iL  is  por tab le,  have speci f ied c learances,  a
stable base, have adeguate proteetion for
exposed controls and be protected from
undergrowt.h and the elements.

Regulat ions 1 5 to  20 deal  wi th  cer t i f icates of
su i tab i l i ty  o f  publ ic  weighbr idges.  A person who has a
weighbridge l icence under the Act may apply for a
cer t i f icate of  su i tab i l i ty .  An inspector  then examines
the wdtghbr idge and i f  the inspector  is  sat is f ied that  i t
is suitable the Superintendent of Trade Measurement
issues a cer t i f icate subject  to  payment  of  the fee
preseribed under the Trade Measurement (adninist,rat ion)
Ac t  ( t he  Admin i s t ra t i on  ac t ) .

The Superintendent of Trade Measurernent is reguired to
keep a register of the location and other part iculars of
weighbr idges for  which a cer t i f icate is  current .

Cer t i f i ca tes  o f  su i t ab i l i t y

. have 1 2 months duration unless they are
surrendered,  cancel led or  suspended;

.  cease to  have ef fect  i f  the re levant
weighbr idge is  re- located;

.  may be issued as a dupl icate i f  the or ig ina l  is
lost or damaged;

. may be suspended if  an inspector examines the
relevant weighbridge and f inds it  unsuitable;

.  i f  suspended,  may be re-act ivated subject  to
examination by an inspector and the payment of
the fee prescribed under the Administration Act
and may be re-activated on condit ions; and

. must be returned to the Superintendent of Trade
Measurement within 7 days of cancellat ion -
Pena l t y  $200 .

Regulation 21 makes it a condition of weighbridge
licences issued under the Act that l icensees comply with
the regulations.
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Regulatj :on 22 requires weighbrlqg" I icensees to display

in public view a€ eacn weiitrUriai:. the weighbridge

r"gi" irat ion number and it ;  cerLlf icate of suitabi l i ty '

R e g u l a t i o n 2 3 r e q u i r e s l i c e n s e e s t o m a k e a v a i l a b l e a t
each weighbridge tare rnass boobs- . ld.measurement t ickets,

both in [.ne toirn specif ied in Schedules 2 and 3

respectively. The t ickets must be bound and numbered in

paa3 or boofttets, each being marked "original! '  or
i ' dup l i ca te " .

Licensees must ensure that duplicates are issued to

customers and-reta in or ig ina ls  for  a t  least  12 months '

oi iginafs and unissued duplicates must be produced to an

inspector  i f  requi red.

Regutat ions 24 imposes on l icensees dut ies to

. properly maintain the weighbridge in true

balance;

. n o t r e f u s e v e h i c l e s o r l i v e s t o c k i n n o r m a l
trading hours unless they are beyond
weighbiidge capacity or the required payment is

not made;

. e x e r c i s e d u e c a r e i n m a k i n g m e a s u r e m e n t s a n d i n
making entries in tare mass books and on

measurement t ickets;

. m a k e m e a s u r e m e n t t i c k e t o r i g i n a l s r e l a t i n g t o
measurements less than 1 2 rnonths old available

o n d e m a n d t o i n s p e c t o r s o r i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s ;

. inform the superintendenL of Trade Measurement

and withdraw t 'he weighbridge from use' i f  the

Iicensee knows or has reason to believe
measurements are incorrect '

Regulation 25 makes it  an offence for an operator of a

weighbridge to -

. n o t t a k e d u e c a r e w i t h m e a s u r e m e n t s a n d n o t t o
m a k e e n t r i e s i n t h e t a r e m a s s b o o k a n d c o m p l e t e
a n d i s s u e m e a s u r e m e n t t i c k e t s i n a c c o r d a n c e
w i th  Schedu le  1 ;

. a l t e r o r i g i n a l s o r i s s u e i n c o r r e c t d u p } i c a t e s ;

. remove originals or unissued duplicates from

their book; or

. operate the weighbridge if he or she knows or

his reason to believe its measurements are

incorrect .

Max imum Pena l tY :  $2 r000 .
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