
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

SUBORDINATE LAWS ORDINANCE 1989 

ORDINANCE NO. 2 4  OF 1989 

Sect ion 36  of t he  Aus t ra l ian  Capi ta l  T e r r i t o r y  (Self-Government) 

Act 1988 e s t a b l i s h e s  the  Aus t ra l ian  Capi ta l  T e r r i t o r y  Executive. 

Sect ion 37 of t h a t  Act imposes on t h e  Executive r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  the, execution and maintenance of enactments and subordinate  

laws, amongst o ther  th ings .  

The Subordinate Laws Ordinance 1989 makes provis ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  

t he  making and disallowance of subordinate  laws. 

Much of t he  ~ r h i n a n c e  is a restatement  of t he  law previously 

contained in  t h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  Ordinance 1967.. 

De ta i l s  of the  Ordinance a r e  a s  follows. 

Section 1 provides t h a t  t he  Ordinance may be c i t e d  a s  t h e  

Subordinate Laws Ordinance 1989. 

Sect ion 2 provides t h a t  s ec t ions  1 and 2 come i n t o  opera t ion  on 

g a z e t t a l  of t h e  Ordinance. The remaining provisions w i l l  come 

i n t o  opera t ion  on self-government day. 

Sect ion 3 provides for  t h e  manner i n  which a regulation-making 

power of the  Executive conferred on it by o ther  l e g i s l a t i o n  may 

be exercised.  

Sect ion 4 imposes requirements f o r  the numbering and c i t a t i o n  of 

subordinate  laws made in each year .  
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Section 5 provides fo r ;  but imposes r e s t r i c t i ons  on; the exercise 

of cer ta in  powers conferred by laws passed by the Legislat ive 

Assembly between the dates of no t i f i ca t ion  and commencement. 

Section 6 s e t s  out the requirements with respect to  the 

no t i f i ca t ion ,  taking e f fec t ,  tabling and disallowance of 

subordinate laws and the legal '  consequences of a  f a i l u r e  t o  

comply with the requirement t o  table .  The provision a lso  deals  

with the e f f ec t  of tabling a  subordinate law or a  provision of a  

subordinate law tha t  was disallowed within the period of 6 months 

pr ior  t o  i t s  being tabled. 

Section 7 proscribes Regulations being expressed to  take e f f ec t  

from a  date  before the date of not i f ica t ion where exist ing r i gh t s  

would be prejudiced or l i a b i l i t y  would be imposed for  past  

conduct . 
Section 8 provides for  the extent  t o  which subordinate laws o r  

disallowable instruments may make provision for a  matter by 

applying, adopting or incorporating provisions of other 

l eg i s l a t i on  or instruments. 

Section 9  applies the provisions of Par ts  I ,  I1 and I11 of the 

Interpre ta t ion Ordinance 1967 in re la t ion  t o  subordinate laws and 

instruments of an administrative nature. The section makes 

further? provision for the  in terpre ta t ion and construction of such 

subordinate laws and instruments having regard t o  the terms of 

the primary l eg i s la t ion  under which such laws or instruments are  

issued. 
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Sect ion 10 makes provis ion with respec t  t o  instruments under 

o ther  laws t h a t  a r e  required t o  be tab led  i n  t he  Leg i s l a t i ve  

Assembly and t o  be made sub jec t  t o  disallowance. Other r e l evan t  

provis ions of t h i s  Ordinance a r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  such instruments by 

dec lar ing  in  t h a t  o ther  law t h a t  the  instrument i s  a  d isa l lowable  

instrument fo r  the  purposes of t he  sec t ion .  

ISSUED BY THE AUTHORITY OF 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
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