
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

SEAT OF GOVERNMEXT ADMINISTRATION ACT 1910 

WOFKMEN s COWENSATION (AMENDMENT ) ORDINANCE 1987 
No 1 0 . 1 4 8 7 '  

ISSUED BY AUTHORITY OF T?3E MINISTER OF STATE FOR TERRITORIES 

- 

The Workmen's Compensation Ordinance 1951 ( " t h e  P r i n c i p a l  
Ordinance" ) e s t a b l i s h e s  a  scheme f o r  compensating workmen who a r e  
i n j u r e d  in  t he  course of t h e i r  employment. 

The Workmen's Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance 1987 ( " t h e  
Amending Ordinance" ) amends the  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance t o  g ive  
e f f e c t  t o  an undertaking t o  t h e  Sena te  S tanding  Committee on 
Regulat ions and Ordinances fo l lowing  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t  ion  of t h e  
Workmen's Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance 1983. 

The Amending Ordinance provides  a  new mechanism t o  determine 
compensation under s e c t i o n s  I.OA, 10B and 10C of the  P r i n c i p a l  
Ordinance in  t he  absence of agreement between the  p a r t i e s .  I t  
a l s o  amends paragraph 11 of t he  F i r s t  Schedule t o  the  P r i n c i p a l  
Ordinance t o  provide  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Court t o  r e f e r  t he  
mat te r  of a  workman's medical cond i t i on  t o  a  medical r e f e r e e  can 
only  be by agreement of b o t h ' p a r t i e s .  I n  t h e  absence of 
agreement t he  matter  w i l l  be s e t t l e d  by a r b i t r a t i o n  under s e c t i o n  
2 4  and t h e  Four th  Schedule.  

D e t a i l s  of the proposed Ordinance a r e  out  l i n e d  in  the Attachment. 
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ATTACHMENT 

WORKKEN'S COHPENSATION.(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 1987 

Sec t ion  1 c i t e s  t h e  Ordinance a s  t he  Workmen's Compensation 
(Amendment) Ordinance 1987. 

Sec t ion  2 d e f i n e s  t h e  " P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance" a s  t h e  Workmen's 
Compensation Ordinance 1951. 

Sec t ion  3 amends s e c t i o n  10A of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance by : 

( a )  o m i t t i n g  from sub-sec t ion  (1)  t h e  requirement t h a t  
assessment  of compensation in  t he  absence of agreement 
s h a l l  be by a  medical r e f e r e e  and by i n s e r t i n g  in  i t s  
p l a c e  a  requirement t h a t  t h e  mat te r  be a r b i t r a t e d  in  
accordance wi th  t h e  f o u r t h  Schedule;  

o m i t t i n g  sub-sec t ions  ( 2 )  t o  ( 6 )  i n c l u s i v e ;  and 

o m i t t i n g  paragraph ( 7 ) ( c )  a s  t h e r e  i s  no cont inuing  
r o l e  f o r  a  medical r e f e r e e  in  the  o p e r a t i o n  of t he  
s e c t i o n  and making changes consequen t i a l  on o m i t t i n g  
paragraph 7 ( c ) .  

Sec t ion  4 amends s e c t i o n  10B of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance by: 

( a  1 o m i t t i n g  from sub-sect ion (1)  t h e  requirement  t h a t  
assessment  of compensation in  t he  absence of agreement 
s h a l l  be by a  medical r e f e r e e  and by i n s e r t i n g  i n  i t s  
p l a c e  a  requirement t h a t  the  mat te r  be a r b i t r a t e d  in  
accordance wi th  t h e  For th  Schedule;  

o m i t t i n g  sub-sec t ions  ( 2 )  t o  ( 6 )  i n c l u s i v e ;  and 

by o m i t t i n g  from sub-sect ion ( 7 )  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of 
"medical r e f e r e e "  a s  t h e r e  i s  no con t inu ing  r o l e  f o r  a  
medical r e f e r e e  in  t he  ope ra t ion  of t he  s e c t i o n  a s  
a r b i t r a t i o n  f o r  compensation under t h i s  s e c t i o n  is by 
t h e  Court .  

Sec t ion  5  amends s e c t i o n  10C of t he  P r i n c i p a l  Ordinance by: 

( a  o m i t t i n g  from sub-sec t ion  (1 )  the  requirement t h a t  
assessment of compensation in  the  absence of agreement 
s h a l l  be by a  medical r e f e r e e  and by i n s e r t i n g  in  i t s  
p l a c e  a  requirement t h a t  the  matter  be a r b i t r a t e d  in  
accordance wi th  the  Fourth Schedule.  
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( b )  by omitt ing sub-sections ( 2 )  t o  ( 6 )  inc lus ive ;  

Section 6  amends paragraph 11 of the  F i r s t  Schedule t o  the  
Pr inc ipa l  Ordinance t o  ensure t ha t  an app l ica t ion  t o  the Court by 
the employer o r  the  workman t o  r e f e r  the matter of the  workman's ' ', 
medical condit ion t o  a  medical r e fe ree  is by ageement of the 
p a r t i e s  ra the r  than by e i t h e r  one of them. 
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