
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

BUILDING (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE (NO. 3 ) 1982 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

- No.71 of 1982 
The Bu i l d i ng  (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 3) 1982 amends t h e  

Bu i l d i ng  Ordinance 1972 ( t h e  Pr inc ipa l  Ordinance) t o  prov ide fo r  t h e  
upgrading o f  f i r e  and other  sa fe ty  measures i n  bu i ld ings  proposed f o r  
a l t e r a t i o n  o r  renovation. 

D e t a i l s  o f  t he  amending Ordinance are as fo l lows:  

. Sections 1 and 2 deal w i t h  in te rp re ta t ion .  

. Sect ion 3 amends sect ion 33 o f  t h e  P r i nc i pa l  Ordinance 
by om i t t i ng  sect ion 33( l )  (a), i n se r t i ng  new sect ions 
3 3 ( l )  (a) (i) , 33( l )  ( a )  ( i  i )  , 33(2A), 33(28), 33(3A) and 
33(7) and e f f e c t i n g  a consequential d r a f t i n g  a l t e r a t i o n  
t o  sect ion 33 (4 ) .  

. Sect ion 3 3 ( l ) ( a ) ( i )  reproduces o l d  sect ion 33 ( l ) ( a )  and 
sec t ion  3 3 ( l )  (a) ( i i )  provides t h a t  the  Bu i ld ing  
Con t ro l l e r  shal l ,  when consider ing plans f o r  t he  
a l t e r a t i o n  o f  a bu i ld ing,  determine whether sect ion 
33(2A) appl ies t o  those plans. 

. Sect ion 33(2A) enables t he  Bu i ld ing  Con t ro l l e r  t o  
dec lare t h a t  an ex i s t i ng  bu i l d i ng  f a i l s  t o  make adequate 
p rov i s i on  f o r  t h e  safety  o f  persons us ing t h e  bu i l d i ng  
o r  f o r  p ro tec t i on  against f i r e ,  or, where t he  aggregate 
volume o f  t h e  proposed changes together w i t h  any other  
a l t e ra t i ons  made o r  proposed t o  be made t o  t he  bu i l d i ng  
pursuant t o  a bu i l d i ng  permit  granted w i t h i n  t h e  
previous 3 years exceeds one h a l f  o f  the  volume o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing,  the  bu i l d i ng  does not  conform t o  t h e  
requirements o f  t h e  Bu i ld ing  Manual i n  respect o f  such a 
bu i ld ing .  

. S ~ c t i o n  33(2B) w i l l ,  where sect ion 33(2A) appl ies t o  
plans f o r  t he  a l t e ra t i on  o f  a bu i ld ing,  enable 
amendments t o  plans t o  be agreed upon between t h e  
Bu i l d i ng  Cont ro l le r  and the  appl icant f o r  p lan approval 

, i n  respect o f  pa r t s  o f  t h e  bu i l d i ng  t o  which t he  plans 
d i d  not  o r i g i n a l l y  re fe r .  

. Sect ion 33(3A) prevents a bu i l d i ng  being declared a 
b u i l d i n g  t o  which sect ion 33(2A) appl ies on t he  grounds 
t h a t  t he re  are inadequate safety and f i r e  provisions, i f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  conforms t o  t he  appropriate acceptable 
requirements and standards set  out i n  the  Bu i l d i ng  
Manual. 

. Sect ion 33(7) l i m i t s  the  e f f e c t  o f  sect ion 33(2A) by 
exc lud ing from t h e  ca lcu la t ion  o f  aggregate volume 
a l t e r a t i o n s  f o r  which permits have lapsed. 

. The consequential d ra f t i ng  amendment t o  sec t ion  33(4) 
ensures t h a t  t h a t  sect ion continues t o  r e f e r  t o  sec t ion  
33(3). 
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