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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The Ordinance reduces the scale of imprisonment.
t.'t.zat- may- be impdsed undex ‘the Court of Petly Sessions
Ordinance 1930 foa.:' non-payment of a fine and’ removes the,
liability of persons to undexrgo imprisomment for non-payment
of costs awvavded against them. .

The Oxdinance reduces the period of imprisonment
to be served for non-payment of a fine Ffrom the preseant 1 dajy
for each $2. w:z.th a "maxdmim of 12 months to 1 da,y' for each 25
with a maximum. of‘ 6 months. The purgosa of this amendment isg

to bring _per‘iods' of dmprisonment in default of payman‘b of finas
into line with present day money valu;s. ] '

' At pre::csent., the Court of Petty Sessipns Ordinance
provides that vhere a defendant is ordered to pay costs fo an
informant he is to be imprisoned in default of payment, In
the converse case, wheve the informant is ordeved to pay costs,
thé oxrder may be-en'forced as if 1t were a civil judgment, The
amendmants effacted by this Ordinance establish equality of
troatment for both' informants and d‘efendants by removing. any
liability for 'imprisonmant' in default of payment of cosis,

' Consdderation is now being given to a compx'ehénsive-
schome .for tﬁe enforcemont of fines wh.:Lch will dncorporate the
various alternatives to imprisomment, .‘l.eav:i.ng the aancta.on oL
imprisonmeni; to be used only as a J.asi: resort. 4s an :r.nte'r:z.m
measure, however-,. the Ordinance -provides for the scale of

dmprisonment for non-paymsnt of fines to be related More
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realistically Lo current money values.

The Ordinance also effects consequential amendments

to various Fformzs and tidles up or »emoves others which ave no

longexn appropriate;
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