
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

ISSUED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR HEALTH 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY LEGISLATION 

ORDINANCE No.38 of 1978 

POISONS AND NARCOTIC DRUGS ORDINANCE 1978 

! .  

, The Poisons and Narcotic  Drugs Ordinance 1978 replaces  and 

improves t h e  provis ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  na rco t i c  drugs p re sen t ly  contained 

! i n  t h e  Poisons and Dangerous Drugs Ordinance 1933 and t h e  Publ ic  Health 

(Prohib i ted  Drugs) Ordinance 1957. These Ordinances a r e  genera l ly  

outdated and inadequate t o  dea l  with the  cu r ren t  problems of  drug 

.abuse i n  t h e  Aust ra l ian  Cap i t a l  Te r r i t o ry .  

The Ordinance in t roduces  s t r i c t  con t ro l  over persons supplying, 

possessing,  p re sc r ib ing  o r  s e l f  administer ing n a r c o t i c  drugs. Only 

persons author ised  under t he  Ordinance w i l l  be permit ted t o  engage i n  

these  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The prescr ib ing  of add ic t ive  substances f o r  drug add ic t s  w i l l  

r equ i r e  approval from a Drugs Advisory Committee comprised of t h ree  

medical p r a c t i t i o n e r s  appointed by t h e  Minister  under the  Ordinance. 

The Ordinance provides f o r  imprisonment f o r  up t o  25 years  o r  

a f i n e  of up t o  $100,000, o r  both,  f o r  the  unlawful supply of hard  drugs 

such a s  hero in .  I n  r e spec t  of t he  unlawful supply of cannabis a lower 

penalty of 10 years  o r  $4,000, o r  both,  w i l l  apply. A maximum penalty of two 

years  imprisonment o r  a f i n e  of $2,000, o r  both, w i l l  apply t o  possession 

of hard drugs and a quan t i t y  of  cannabis of more than 25 grams. A 
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$100 f ine  is provided f o r  possession of l e s s  than 25 grams i 

- ,  
of cannabis. 

Also as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  Ordinance Courts w i l l  be able t o  ..I 
revoke the  author i ty  of a person convicted under t h i s  Ordinance t o  

possess, supply o r  prescribe narcot ic  drugs. It w i l l  a l so  be 

possible f o r  a person, a t  any time, t o  voluntar i ly  surrender such 4 (  

authority.  

The other  major p a r t  of t h i s  Ordinance introduces l abe l l ing  . 

and packaging provisions, including f i r s t  a i d  ins t ruct ions  and 

warning statements, adapted from the National Health and Medical 

Research Council's Uniform Poisons Standard, which w i l l  bring the  

Australian Capital Terri tory i n t o  l i n e  with the  l eg i s la t ion  i n  New 

South Wales and other  Sta tes .  

The Ordinance has been referred to  the  Australian 

Capital Terri tory Legislat ive Assembly and agreed t o  by the Assembly 
i. 1 

subject  t o  c e r t a i n  minor amendments which have been included i n  
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