
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY LEGISLATION PHYSIOTHEWISTS REGISTRATION 

(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 19 7 8 

No.41 of  1978 

This Ordinance amends t h e  Phys io therap i s t s  Reg is t ra t ion  

Ordinance 1977 by a l t e r i n g  s e c t i o n  42 which concerns allowances t o  

wi tnesses  a t t end ing  before  t h e  Phys io therap i s t s  Board t o  give evidence. 

I n  i ts  presen t  form s e c t i o n  42 o f  t h e  Ordinance provides 

t h a t  a wi tness  e n t i t l e d  t o  receive  fees  and t r a v e l l i n g  expenses i n  

accordance wi th  t h e  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be paid ,  general ly  speaking, by 

t h e  person a t  whose request  the  witness a t tended before  the  

Physiotherapis ts  Board. The Senate Standing Committee on Regulations 

and Ordinances i s  however of the  opinion t h a t  the  c r i t e r i a  f o r  payment 

of witness f e e s  by t h e  Commonwealth should be t h e  m a t e r i a l i t y  of the  

wi tness ' s  evidence and no t  whether the  wi tness  i s  ca l l ed  by a 

government au thor i ty .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of correspondence between t h e  Chairman of the  

Committee and t h e  Minis ter  of S t a t e  f o r  Health t h i s  amendment t o  t h e  

Ordinance has  been prepared. It provides t h a t ,  even where a 

witness has been requested t o  a t t end  b e f o r e  t h e  Board by a person 
\ 

other  than an o f f i c e r  of a government a u t h o r i t y ,  the  Board may order  

t h a t  t h e  f e e s  and expenses of the  witness s h a l l  be paid,  i n  whole o r  

i n  p a r t ,  by t h e  Commonwealth i f  i n  t h e  opinion of t h e  Board i t  was 

reasonable f o r  the  request ,  by reason of which t h e  person attended 

before  t h e  Board, t o  have been made. 
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